I began the use of mercury early in this case, from a conviction of its utility. I had before this seen life apparently saved by its timely and steady use; and few will put the effects of mercury in the balance with that of tetanus, which in far more than the majority of instances is death.
A case of the same kind, ending fatally on the sixth day, occurred to me only four months before; and from this and two former instances, I had learnt how very inefficient any medicine is apt to prove, after the disease has attained its strength. By these, too, I was warned to watch narrowly the most distant appearance of so formidable and unmanageable a disease.
